
below. It begins opening half an hour prior 
to a ship’s estimated arrival time to reduce 
the risk of collision, giving boaters no 
choice but to sit and wait patiently. When 
we visited there was a malfunction of the 
road bridge mechanism, delaying the closing 
and entailing a wait of around two hours! 
Imagine that if you’re in a hurry.

Unsurprisingly “festina lente” (make haste 

slowly) are canal buzzwords, the fastest way 
to go slowly. . .

Skipping to our second six-month trip in 
2010, we managed another “wonder” — the 
Caen Hill Lock Flight on the Kennet and 
Avon Canal, in Wiltshire. 

Opened 200 years ago, it is designated a 
Scheduled Ancient Monument, the same 
level of heritage protection as Stonehenge. 

Sixteen locks ascend in a straight line, 
taking hours to travel in either direction, 
depending on the amount of traffic and 

crew on board to help. Barry and I picked 
up a couple of willing gongoozlers (the 
affectionate term for people who watch 
narrowboats) to assist. 

Last year we experienced number six — 
the Anderton Boat Lift on the River Weaver 
and Trent and Mersey Canal. Known as the 
“cathedral of the canals”, it is an incredible 
structure, perched on the banks of the river 
like a giant three-storey-high iron spider. 
Built in 1875, it lifted cargo-carrying boats 
15 metres from the river to the canal and 

vice versa. 
Last, but by no means least, in July we 

took our boat through Standedge Tunnel on 
the Huddersfield Canal. 

At almost three and a quarter miles long, 
this underground excavation took 16 years 
to build and today takes almost two hours to 
traverse by narrowboat. Burrowing beneath 
the Pennines in north-west England, it is 
the highest, longest and deepest tunnel on 
the system. 

To follow our blog go to www.nbareandare.

No choice but to sit and be patient

STEP BY STEP:
Bingley Five Rise staircase 
locks take boats up a steep 
incline. 

MOVING UP: 
The 16 locks of the Caen Hill 
flight all lined up. 

GOING UNDER: 
The east entrance of the 
Standedge Tunnel (our 
narrowboat Areandare is in 
the foreground). 
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