
Breathtaking in their diversity, the 
inland waterways of the United 
Kingdom were built to transport 
goods during the Industrial 

Revolution of late 18th century Britain. 
It’s not easy to highlight the “best” of this 
parallel universe, but half a century ago Seven 
Wonders were postulated. 

It’s taken us five years, but Barry and I have 
recently ticked off the last of these incredible 
feats of human engineering.

Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, on the Llangollen 
Canal in Wales, was our first wonder and 

adventure living on the canals in April 2009. 
A Unesco World Heritage site, it’s a thrilling 
journey at the stern of a narrowboat. 

Dominating the Welsh skyline, the trough 
is drained and cleaned every decade, when a 
local 10-year old schoolboy or girl is chosen 
to literally pull the plug. Taking the canal 
over a wide valley, there’s a sheer drop one 
side giving the illusion of floating on air — 
definitely not for faint-hearted acrophobics. I 
steered, as Barry was so enthralled he focused 
on photography, and I recall a night-terror 
flashback of accidentally stepping off the side 
and disappearing into the void!

Our next wonder was the steepest staircase 
lock flight, the Bingley Five Rise on the 
Leeds Liverpool Canal. Here the lower gate 
of one lock forms the upper gate of the next. 
Following completion in 1774, thousands 
gathered to watch the first boats down, and 
some 240 years later the flight remains in 
daily use, providing access to the stunning 
Yorkshire Dales. 

Three days along and we cruised over our 
third wonder, without even realising it — 
which explains why the photograph doesn’t 
do it justice. 

The Burnley Embankment is also on the 

Leeds Liverpool Canal, surrounded by some 
of the most beautiful countryside in England. 
The mile-long stretch of embankment 
carries the canal through the centre of 
town, towering above the row upon row 
of Coronation Street type terraced houses 
below.

We were astonished by the fourth wonder, 
in late August 2009. The Barton Swing 
Aqueduct on the Bridgewater Canal, near 
Manchester, is a huge trough containing 
812,80kg of water, with the ability to close 
each end and pivot 90 degrees across the 
enormous Manchester Ship Canal. It is the 
only swing aqueduct in the world.

The cassion was closed when we arrived, 
and, teetering precariously at the edge of the 
Ship Canal, we could peer into the depths 

Experiencing the Seven Wonders

HIGH FLYING:
The Pontcysyllte Aqueduct enables narrowboats to soar 
above the Dee Valley in Wales.

LOOKING DOWN: 
Burnley Embankment carries the canal high 
above the houses and shops below.

ENGINEERING WONDER: 
The amazing structure of the 
Anderton Boat Lift.

Sandra Walsh writes about visiting the seven wonders of the inland water-
ways of the United Kingdom. Husband Barry Teutenberg took the pictures.  
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