
    The Bridgewater Canal is carried 
38 feet above the River Irwell 
(four miles from Manchester) by a 
235 foot long, 18 foot wide tank, 
holding 800 tons of water. The 
‘tank’ swings round on its pivot, 
situated on an island in the middle 
of the Manchester Ship Canal, thus 
enabling ships to pass. It’s difficult 
to describe how breathtaking this 
is – and for Barry and me to have 
experienced it twice is remarkable.
    In mid-August, we moored the 
boat in Tattenhall Marina, eight 
miles from the historic Roman 
town of Chester in the north west 
of England, and we don’t leave until 
March 1.
    What we’re doing is not for the 
faint-hearted, having the potential 

to go horribly wrong and lead 
to us returning to Gisborne in 
a sorry financial state in two 
years time. However, it also 
holds incredible promise for us 
to live with passion and purpose, 
embracing living in the slow lane, 
whilst spending quality time with 
family and friends. 
    Our focus in 2014 is on ways 
of earning a modest income 
through a variety of means 
(whilst travelling), and brings 
the possibility of sustainability – 
and gaining Barry’s UK residency. 
Our ultimate vision is to have the 
choice of hemispheres to live in 
as we approach that made-up and 
constantly changing age called 
“retirement”.

    As Helen Keller famously stated: 
“Life is either a daring adventure, 
or nothing at all!” Whilst we 
don’t profess to have overcome 
the obstacles put in Helen’s way, 
we firmly believe in living life to 
the full and making the most of 
opportunities – and we are!

Breathtaking, 
remarkable

SNOW AT THE LAKE: 
A wintry scene as snow coats 
the mountains above Lake 
Windermere.

WATER CARRIER:  
The Barton Swing Aqueduct, with 
the canal “tank” in the middle of the 
Manchester Ship Canal.

STEADY AS SHE GOES: 
Jenny keeps an eye out from the canal 

bank while Sandra steers the boat 
carefully into a lock on the approach to 

the Droitwich Canal.  

ONE OF THE WONDERS: 
Kerry and Tony Fox at the 

Anderton Boat Lift.
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