
In 2013, after our two six-month trips on 
the inland waterways of the UK in a (not 
so) leaky boat, Barry and I bravely took 
the plunge and returned “indefinitely”

    Arriving on March 21, we were greeted 
with a blanket of white, almost scuppering 
our initial plans of a family holiday in 

Wordsworth’s Lake District. The stunning, 
snow-capped mountain scenes were in stark 
contrast to the sweltering heat and aridness 
of the hills in Gisborne. 
    Barry had found our ideal narrowboat, and 
by early April we were the proud owners of 
AreandAre (pronounced R and R). She’s a 60 

foot long, 6 foot 10 inch wide steel vessel, 
containing all the necessities of a floating 
home, including such luxuries as a washing 
machine, freezer and solid fuel stove – bliss!
    We had just four months to cruise a select 
few canals before Barry returned to New 
Zealand to apply for his UK visa (long story!). 

    

We had waited since 2007 to visit the 
Droitwich Canal, close to my parents in the 
Midlands. This canal originally opened in 
1771, linking the town of Droitwich with the 
River Severn. Abandoned in 1939 after years 
of neglect, it was then restored and reborn 
in 2011. The reconstruction was planned 
thoughtfully to harmonise with nature, and 
was a delight to meander along. By this stage 
Barry’s sister Jenny, who lives in Australia, 
was staying with us on her European OE, 
getting a good taste of “locking” during her 
time on board.
    A few weeks later Kerry and Tony Fox 
joined us from Gisborne, and experienced 
two of the “Seven Wonders” of the canals.
    The Anderton Boat Lift, located 
in Cheshire, northwest England, is a 
phenomenal structure. Built in 1875, it 
provides a 50-foot vertical link between 
the River Weaver and the Trent and 
Mersey Canal. Our boat entered the top 
of the lift into one of the two huge tanks 
with watertight sealable doors, and was 
then hydraulically lowered — whilst 
simultaneously from below, another boat 
was raised to the level we’d just been on. It’s a 
surreal experience.
    The extraordinary Barton Swing Aqueduct 
was the first and only swing aqueduct in the 
world, being in regular use since 1894. We 
were fortunate to time it perfectly to witness 
the thrill of it opening, as we’d done in 2009. 

PICTURE PERFECT: 
Lymm, an idyllic village on the 
Bridgewater Canal

Barry Teutenberg and Sandra Walsh (pictured right) have 
taken the bull by the horns and bought a canal boat in the UK. 
They are there for the foreseeable future as they embark on an 
adventure which they hope will enable them to split their time 
between hemispheres, as they head towards “retirement”. 

Life in the slow(boat) lane

TRAFFIC JAM:  
Of the floating variety — 

the busy Fradley Junction 
near Lichfield
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